CERTIFICATE OF SPECIALIZATION

ENVIRONMENTAL AND

NATURAL RESOURCES LAW
Juris Doctor students who have
demonstrated a specialized proficiency
in environmental, natural resources,
land, water, or energy law may receive
a Certificate in Environmental and
Natural Resources Law in addition to
their Juris Doctor degree.
To qualify for the certificate, students must complete the following
requirements:
1. Students must meet all general requirements for a J.D. degree.
2. Students must complete a total of 17 semester credit hours that
must include:
n Administrative Law (3)
n Environmental Law (3) or Natural Resources Law (3)
n And the remaining 11 semester hours of elective study chosen
from the following environmental and natural resources courses (not all of which are offered each year)::
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•

Administrative Law
Air Pollution
Business Organizations
Climate Change
Conservation Easements
Energy Law
Environmental Clinic
Environmental Conflict Resolution
Environmental Crimes
Environmental Law
Environmental Practice
Federal Indian Law
International Environmental Law
Land Use Control
Legal Issues in Archaeology
Mining Law
Natural Resources Law
Ocean & Coastal Law
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#

The seventh best environmental
law program in the nation is at the
S.J. Quinney College of Law. U.S.
News and World Report, 2016

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Oil & Gas Law
Real Estate Development
Real Estate Finance
Seminars related to this field
State and Local Government Law
Statutory Interpretation
Toxic & Environmental Torts
Water Law
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Due to the evolving
The S.J. Quinney College of Law
nature of the law
was ranked thirteenth as a “Best
school curricuSchool for Practical Training” by
lum, new courses
National Jurist magazine, 2016
or seminars may
count toward the
certificate course requirements; inquiries about whether a particular course qualifies should be directed to the Associate Dean for
Academic Affairs, who will consult with the relevant faculty members
as necessary. The Associate Dean for Academic Affairs also has the
authority to remove courses from the above list of electives if they are
no longer offered.

#

Non-law school courses may be taken to fulfill the elective credit
requirement with prior approval by the Associate Dean for Academic
Affairs. Such courses will be approved by the Associate Dean for Academic Affairs in consultation with the relevant faculty members.
3. Students must complete all certificate requirements with at least
a B overall average and no grade lower than a B- in courses taken
to satisfy the certificate.
4. Students must write a paper that satisfied the Seminar Paper Requirement dealing with environmental, energy, land use, natural
resources, or water law
5. Students may apply a maximum of 3 credit hours earned while
participating in an environmental, natural resources, or energy
law clinical program toward the 17-credit-hourrequirement for
the certificate. The 3-credit limit for clinic hours is in addition to
the 3 credit hours for Environmental Practice, the course associated with the clinical program.
6. A student may not exercise a CR/NC option in a course that
counts toward the certificate.
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